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A. JANE BERRY WARREN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
•	 Abbygail Coyle
CRISTINA MARIE SHERER 
GUIMARAES MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
•	 Emily Hartman
ED AND ALMA TURCOTTE 
SCHOLARSHIP
•	 Cindy Leung, Allison Krueger, and 

Vaughnetta Ngaling
ERNEST AND TYYNE NIEMI 
SCHOLARSHIP
•	 William Otten 
MCCABE SCHOLARSHIP
•	 Shelby Muscha

MOWBRAY SCHOLARSHIP IN 
THE BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
•	 Alayna Mackiewicz 
PETERSON MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
•	 Emily Johannsen 
SIKANDER M. KARIM PRE-
VETERINARY AWARD
•	 Noah Olson 
DR. T.O. ODLAUG MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
•	 Shane Johannsen, Rachel Veillette, 

and Shayla Stoterau
EXCELLENCE IN ACADEMICS 
AND RESEARCH AWARD
•	 Emma Licht 

T.O. ODLAUG OUTSTANDING 
SENIOR BIOLOGY STUDENT 
AWARD
•	 Loranzie Rogers, Jr. 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE 
TEACHING ASSISTANT 
AWARD 
•	 Madaline Cochrane, Fatima Alwan 

and Jennifer Krznarich 
OUTSTANDING 
UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING 
ASSISTANT AWARD
•	 Bailey Rasmussen 
OUTSTANDING FRESHMAN 
BIOLOGY STUDENT AWARD
•	 Hanna Anderson 

BIOLOGY ALUMNA NAMED TO SCSE ACADEMY 

Dr. Lisa Schulte Moore , M.S. Biology 1996, was inducted into the SCSE Academy of Science and Engineering on 
September 8, 2017. Dr. Schulte-Moore spent the day on campus where she meet with faculty, had lunch with current 
graduate students and presented a seminar to the Biology community. She came to UMD with a B.S. in Biology from 
the University of Wisconsin Eau Claire and earned a Ph.D. in Forestry at the University of Wisconsin Madison. Dr. 

Schulte Moore is now a professor in the Department of Natural Resource 
Ecology and Management at Iowa State University. Her research addresses 
the strategic interaction of perennials into agricultural landscapes to meet 
societal goals for clean water, healthy soils, abundant wildlife and inspiring 
recreational opportunities. She is the co-founder and co-leader of the 
Science-based Trials of Rowcrops Integrated with Prairie Strips (STRIPS) 
project which pioneered the prairie strips conservation practice. She lives in 
Ames, Iowa and also spends time at a diversified family farm near Strum, 
Wisconsin.

2017-2018 
Scholarships 
and Awards

The generosity of alumni 
and friends make it possible 
for the Department of 
Biology to present annual 
awards and scholarships 
to students within the 
department. this year’s 
reception was held on April 
21, 2017. Congratulations to 
this year’s recipients!

Acting Dean Andrea R. Schoekker and Dr. Lisa Schulte-Moore

This year’s award 
winners are pictured 
on Swenson Science 

Building’s spiral 
staircase.
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Gifts to the Department

Thomas Becker, M.D. & Caroline 
Boehnke-Becker, M.D.
John M. Bernard
Edward T. Bersu
Jon C. & Suzanne C. Birch
George E. & Elaine D. Ahlgren
Timothy A. & Sally T. Buck
Theron E. Odlaug
Matthew & Katherine Andrews
Adam P. Foss
Matthew E. Cousins
Dennis P. & Claudia M. Casey
Eric S. Goldschmidt
Briana Gross
Jennifer G. & Steve Pacheco
Kathy Enghauser
Karen Stauber
Nancy Averill
Margaret T. Dooley
Kevin B. & Sharon W. Dooley
Hollie L. & Barbara Collins
Kriste A. Ericsson
Daniel R. Engstrom & Barbara A. 
Coffin
Cynthia L. & Bruce C. Roskaft
Jerome W. & Beth L. Fahrmann

Dr. Omar F. S. & Susan 
Guimaraes
Barbara C. Farrell
Dorace J. Goodwin
Kenneth & Linda L. Holmstrand
Betty J. Foster
Paul T. & Helen B. Hanten
Drs. Brent M. & Dayle K. 
Haglund
Donn T. & Paula E. Johnson
Philip D. Loucks
John C. & Barbara Jo S. 
Kohlstedt
Mark T. Jorgenson
Jeffrey H. & Elsa N. Keeler
Helen E. Kissel
Alan R. Iverson
Dr. Jerome A. & Harriet Klun
The Karim Family
Cheryl A. Kelley
Anne E. & Scott D. Lingle
Lynn & Bonita Laske
Lucille M. Odlaug*
Michael A. & Barbara A. 
Despain-Odlaug
Dr. Thomas B. Mowbray

Dr. Gerald J. & Bonnie B. Niemi
James E. Niemi
Sarah C. Parsons
Ann M. Hupperts
Rolf O. Peterson
Deborah Pomroy & Raymond 
Barnes
Joanne M. & Richard W. 
Peterson*
John C. & Sandra L. Stepan
Kieth E. Severson
Laurence E. & Judy Skog
Margery M. Salmon
Carrie J. Sutherland
Dr. Bruce H. & A. Jane Warren
Margaret Odlaug
Paul E. & Janice L. Wicklund
Kay J. Williams & Bernard J. 
Battig
Johnson & Johnson
Eleanor A Robien Trust
Margaret T Dooley Trust
Despain-Odlaug Thoughtful 
Fund - Fidelity Charity

Instructor Lyle Shannon 
retired in December, 2017 
after teaching for over 20 
years in the Department of 
Biology.  While Lyle was an 
outstanding teacher, he will 
be most remembered for his 
sense of humor, his hawaiian 
shirts and his devotion to his 
students. Lyle was awarded 
the UMD Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence in Teaching in 
2013 and he was named SCSE 
Outstanding Faculty Advisor. 
in 2008. Lyle was awarded 
the Department of Biology’s 
Inspirational Teacher of 
the Life Sciences awarded 
twice. He was the inaugeral 
winner in 2009 and, in 2017, 
the selection committee 
gave the award to Lyle in 
recognition for his career as 
an outstanding educator. Lyle 
Shannon was honored at a 
reception for receiving the 
2017 Inspirational Teacher of 
the Life Sciences Award on 
March 31st. The title of his 
seminar was “Trust me, I’m a 
Scientist: Promoting Science 
in an Era of Fake News.” 
The entire department 
wishes Lyle and his wife, 
Terrie, much happiness.

The department of biology warmly thanks the following alumni and friends who 
supported our students and programs with a charitable gift. 

Faculty News
Dr. Huai Deng is serving as book volume editor “Nrf2 and its Modulation in Inflamma-
tion” in the Progress in Inflammation book series.
In 2017, Dr. Julie Etterson and her colleagues completed a long-term seed banking proj-
ect of wild populations (> 5 million seeds) that will provide research material to study 
evolution in response to climate change and other anthropogenic forces over the next 50 
years across the United States.
Dr.  Ron Moen was awarded the Distinguished Moose Award from the journal Alces, a 
journal devoted to the biology and management of moose.
Dr. John Pastor’s paper was invited for the 20th Anniversary edition of the journal 
Ecosystems; was awarded the David W. Schindler Distinguished Ecologist Award from 
Trent University.
Prof. Gerald Niemi, along with a host of colleagues, completed a nine year project on 
Minnesota’s first breeding bird atlas. The atlas summarizes the historic and current 
distribution and abundance of 249 bird species that are known to nest in Minnesota. 
In addition, the atlas website summarizes breeding habitat, population abundance, 
and conservation status of these species. It is the first comprehensive summary of 
Minnesota’s breeding birds since the 1930s. The public website can be found at https://
nbirdatlas.org



	 Kirill Shchapov (PhD), pictured above last winter with his sled and ice auger, works year -round examining how the organisms of the 
lake survive and behave throughout a full annual cycle. Almost nothing is known about the biology of Lake Superior in winter and Kirill is 
undertaking the first study to examine the world below the ice. This work will help to better understand and predict how the ecosystem, water 
quality and fisheries of Lake Superior and other large lakes will be modified under changing climate conditions.
	 Andrew Camilleri (MSc) spent his first field season snorkelling at 40 different places along the shores of Lakes Superior and Michi-
gan. He is working to understand how environmental conditions affect the growth of bottom-dwelling algae, which can pose a serious threat 
to ecosystem health if proliferating in excess. Andrew is deploying experimental algal colonization tiles and sampling water quality from 
near-pristine northern Lake Superior to some of the most polluted parts of the Great Lakes in Green Bay, WI. 
	 Felica Williamson (MSc) has spent the past two years researching how invasive zebra mussels affect lakes throughout Minnesota, 
and has written her thesis on the topic. Her work showed that invasive zebra mussels can affect the way important elements are cycled in lakes, 
with consequences for productivity and water quality. This may help predict which lakes are more susceptible to being negatively affected by 
zebra mussel invasions, improving prioritization of introduction prevention measures.
	 In addition to continuing their current research this fall and winter, the Ozersky’ lab will be starting a new, NSF-funded project to 
study the effects of invasive quagga mussels on sediment and water chemistry and the ecological health of the Great Lakes.
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Spotlight: Ozersky Lab
While Winter Ecology is one of the main areas of research in Dr. Ted Ozersky’s 
lab at the Large Lakes Observatory, work does not slow down during summer 
months. Graduate students Kirill Shchapov, Andrew Camilleri and Felicia Wil-
liamson are busy conducting field sampling, lab research and reporting on their 
findings. on the food web of Lake Superior, harmful algal blooms and invasive 
mussels
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